


 

 

 
ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE (ABRSC) MEETING 

 
Library                        February 5, 2015 
R.J. Grey Junior High School          6:30 p.m. Executive Session           
        7:00 p.m. Open FY16 Budget Hearing 
        Followed by ABRSC Open Business Meeting 

 
 

AGENDA  

1. Call to Order (6:30 p.m.) 
 
   

2. Executive Session - to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining, Acton-Boxborough 
Education Association (ABEA) 

 
 

ABRSC FY16 OPEN BUDGET HEARING - 7:00 p.m.   
Please see material posted for 1/31/15 meeting at http://www.abschools.org/school-
committee/meetings-agendas-packets-and-minutes  
 

3. Chairmen’s Introduction  
 

4. ABRSC  FY16 Budget– Glenn Brand and Clare Jeannotte 
1. FY16 Budget Presentation Slides (taken from 1/31/15 meeting, brought to meeting)  
2. Questions from 1/31/15 Meeting (oral) 
3. Planning for Possible FY16 Reductions Memo 
4. Recommended Table of Assessments (Table 6)   

 
5. Acton Leadership Group (ALG) Update – Kristina Rychlik  

1. Materials from 2/5/15 Meeting 
2. Minutes from 1/15/15 meeting  

 
6. Boxborough Leadership Forum (BLF) Update – Maria Neyland (oral) 

 
7. Discussion and Deliberation – Kristina Rychlik 

 
8. Recommendation to Approve FY16 Acton-Boxborough Regional School District Budget 

and Assessments – VOTE – Glenn Brand 
 

BUDGET HEARING ADJOURNS and OPEN BUSINESS MEETING BEGINS  (8:15) 
 

9. Statement of Warrant and Approval of Minutes  
1. Minutes of School Committee Budget Saturday Meeting on 1/31/15 (brought to 

meeting) 
 

10. Public Participation 
 

11. Professional Learning Day 1/16/15 Update – Deborah Bookis  (8:20) 
1. Report and slides 



 

 

 
12. Subcommittee Updates   (8:30) 

1. Budget – meetings on 1/29/15 and 2/5/15 – Dennis Bruce (oral) 
2. Regional Financial Oversight – meeting on 1/30/15 – Michael Coppolino (oral) 

 
13. School Committee Member Reports  (oral) (8:40) 

1. Health Insurance Trust (HIT)– Mary Brolin   
2. Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Task Force– Dennis Bruce  
3. Acton Finance Committee – Dennis Bruce 
4. Acton Board of Selectmen - Paul Murphy 
5. Acton-Boxborough SpedPAC – Paul Murphy 

i. Update: Population Trends of High Needs Students re Chapter 70 Funding 
ii. Foundation Budget Review Commission Public Hearing: 1/24/15 in Bolton - 

cancelled 
6. Boxborough Finance Committee- Maria Neyland  
7. Boxborough Board of Selectmen – Brigid Bieber 
8. Joint PTO/PTSO/PTF Co-Chairs – Deanne O’Sullivan 

 
14. Response to 9C Cuts in Regional Transportation – Kristina Rychlik  (8:50) 

 
15. Acton and Boxborough Local Elections – Kristina Rychlik   (8:55) 

 
16. Superintendent’s Report – Glenn Brand  (oral) (9:00) 

1. New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) Update 
 

17. FOR YOUR INFORMATION  (9:05) 
 17.1 ABRHS Discipline Report – January 2015 
 17.2 RJGJHS Discipline Report – January 2015 
 17.3 Pupil Services Reports 
  17.3.1 ELL Student Population by School, 2/1/15 
  17.3.2 Early Childhood Student Population, 2/1/15 
 17.4 Merriam PTO Presentation on FY16 Budget, 2/23/15 at 7:30 p.m.  PDB Library 
 17.5 Email from Commissioner Mitchell Chester re FY15 Budget Reductions, 2/3/15 

 
 

ADJOURN (9:15) 
 
     
 
NEXT MEETINGS:  
 
Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee Meetings – start 7:00 p.m. in the Jr High Library 

• 2/26/15  
• 3/5/15  
• 3/19/15 
• 3/30/15 (change from 3/26/15) 

 
Acton Town Meeting begins April 6, 2015. 
Boxborough Town Meeting begins May 11, 2015.  
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AB Literacy Celebration
Professional Day, January 16, 2015

Context
The 2010-2011 Teaching and Learning Committee, comprised of 21 educators 
and administrators, focused on Literacy and had 4 distinct outcomes:

❏ Become knowledgeable about literacy in the 21st century.
❏ Summarize that information in a working definition of “literacy” that could guide future 

work.
❏ Follow the DESE Guidelines for Developing an Effective District Literacy Action Plan which 

included looking at our current practices and key supports.
❏ Prioritize our district list of practice and support needs, gather input from constituent 

groups, and develop district Literacy goals.

Align curriculum and instruction with new MA ELA and Literacy Framework (PreK-12)
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Context
2011-2012 to present:

PreK: 
❏ Portfolio assessment to measure literacy skills
❏ Science vocabulary

Elementary:
❏ Writing prompts, demonstration texts, rubrics and checklists
❏ Reading and K literacy assessments
❏ Author’s craft

JH:
❏ Reading strategies
❏ Daily silent reading
❏ Disciplinary Literacy

Goals

1. Forge new relationships and enrich existing ones

1. Be inspired by the learning and teaching of each other

1. Gather feedback for future professional learning
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Planning
Curriculum & EdTech Departments

October 22: Compose our email to all teachers to explain the day and ask what kinds of Literacy 
workshops they want offered

October 30: Deadline to receive ideas of workshops

November 5: Review requests for Literacy workshops and finalize the RFP.
November 6: RFP sent

December 2: Deadline to receive RFPs
December 3: Review RFPs 
December 5: Notify all facilitators
December 10: Finalize registration process 
December 15: Send registration link (Signup Genius)

January 5: Deadline to register for conference

Agenda

8:00 - 8:20 Mix and Mingle with Music 
8:30 - 9:45 Keynote Speaker: Lester Laminack in Dragonfly Theatre
9:45 -10:15 Pick up a copy of Lester’s book, and travel to Session A 
10:15-11:05 Session A Workshop 
11:10-12:10 Lunch

Pick up your grab and go lunch in the large cafeteria
Eat in the large cafeteria, small cafeteria and commons area

12:25-1:15 Session B Workshop 
1:30 - 2:20 Session C Workshop 
2:30 Ending time
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Resources

PL Literacy Celebration 2015 Resources

Feedback

❏Exit tickets after each mini-workshop session
❏Survey participants for the whole day
❏Survey facilitators
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Feedback
Did you like the format for our Professional Learning Literacy Celebration? 
94% yes 6% no

The speaker was very dynamic. The sessions I attended were interesting and useful.

I liked having a choice. I was able to pick topics that I enjoyed and that I thought I could bring into the classroom.

I love having a key note speaker to bring us all together and get us in the right frame of mind and then I absolutely love that 
we had choice in what we learned for the day. We talk so much about giving students choice, it is important to give 
teachers choice too. Loved the entire day!!!!

I would have preferred to have one workshop for an extended period of time so that I could have worked with the new 
material being presented. A lot of information was presented in a very short amount of time.

Feedback
Would you like to have Lester Laminack come back to AB?  88% yes 12% no

Anything! He was able to bring a "human" factor to his passion for writing which allowed us as educators to make 
connections with what we do.

More insights on teaching literacy in an authentic and effective way while still meeting the standards that we are required to 
meet.

A topic workshop related to read alouds or writing.

I would love to see him work directly with students and model what day by day lessons might look like.
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Feedback

Did the day give you the opportunity to connect with old and new colleagues?  87% yes  13% no

Did the workshops you attended meet your expectations?     90% yes      10% no

Did you learn something new about literacy teaching/learning?   90% yes      10% no
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